Zandra Rhodes’ tervazzo tervaces in Del Mar, California, ereated in collaboration with David Humphries.
Recipient of the 1998 Honor Award by the Tervazzo and Mosaic Association of America

THEATRICAL ARCHITECTURE IN DEL MAR

HEN El Nifo storms bat-

tered the Californian coast

during the winter of 1997,
the oceanfront residence of Salah
Hassanein and Zandra Rhodes was
extensively damaged. Since then,
a massive sea wall, 12 metres high
and 30 metres long, has been built
and their beachfront terrace has
undergone major reconstruction.
Zandra Rhodes was so inspired by
the heroic effort to save the house
that she designed a magnificent
terrazzo floor to celebrate the grand
new terrace,
Terrazzo is an ancient flooring
material made from a conglomer-
ate of special cements and pigments

Burterfly No. 53, coat designed
by Zandra Rhodes in 1971

Photograph of Zandra Rhodes raken
in 1982 for use on ‘Indian’ poster

with a variety of material marble
chips. These are then ground down
and polished to expose the stones
and other decorative elements,

In order to materialise her vision,
Zandra Rhodes called upon her old
friend, Australia’s foremost terrazzo
specialist, David Humphries, to
collaborate with her on the creation
of a 72-square-metre terrace.
With his Public Art Squad com-
pany, Humphries has been largely
responsible for the revival of inter-
est in terrazzo mosaic, which he
has elevated to new heights of art-
istic expression with his massive
“Pollock-like” creations of splashed
and dribbled colour on the floors
and walls of public buildings, hotels
and corporations from Darling
Harbour and Hamilton Island to
Singapore and New Caledonia.
He first met Rhodes in the mid-
*70 in London while he was doing
postgraduate studies in arts admin-
istration. At the rime Rhodes was
starting to gain recognition for her
innovative and extravagant fashion
designs that would eventually make
her famous.

Born in Kent in the 1940s, Rhodes
was introduced to the fashion world
by her mother who had been a
fitter in a Paris fashion house and
taught at Medway College of Art,
where Zandra Rhodes began her
studies before attending the Royal
College of Art in London, major-
ing 1n textile design.

Rhodes’ early textile and fashion
designs were dismissed as too out-
rageous by the traditional British
manufacturers, so in 1969 she
opened her own retail outlet in the
fashionable Fulham Road in West
London. Since then her own life-
style has proved to be as dramatic
and extrovert as her designs, With
her bright green hair (later changed
to a spectacular pink and some-
times radiant red), theatrical make-
up and art jewellery, Rhodes has
stamped her identity on the inter-
national world of fashion. She was
among the new wave of British
designers who put London at the
forefront of the international fash-
ion scene in the 1970s. Her designs
have always made clear, dramatic
statements, bold but feminine, and
her garments possess a distinctive
stvle that makes them unmistakably
a Rhodes creation,

Her distinguished clientele includ-
ed the late Diana, Princess of Wales
and she continues to design for the
roval and the rich and famous
around the world, In the US she
has a loyal cult following. Over the
years she has had many academic
and professional honours bestowed
View of beachfront terrazzo terrace
under construction at the home of
Zandra Rhodes, Del Mar, California

Zandra Rhodes and David Humph-
ries have collaborated on nimerous
public art projects since the 1980s
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upon her, and was made o Com-
mander of the Brtish Empire by
the Qhoeeen in 18917,
Crver the pusi vears, Rhodes
and Humiphi have collabornmed
an & mumber of 1en instalka-
tioms, swch as the Global Plaza
eitrance w Harbourside Market-
place at Darling Harbwowr, Sydsey
and a series ol exguiisbe limited-
edition terrmoo . |The
b artisces are
i gns for the M

extiles which =
under comstructon in Loadon's
Bermondsey Street, on the South
Hank near Tovver Bodge.
The union of the unconventional
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phies of both artists was clectric
and ingpiring. The resulis of this
whimsicil collaboration are now
permnzsently rtes the expan:
termEzn patio of Bhodes” house
in Diel Mag, Califormia, The beach
envarnnment and the chyrhimes of
the s0n, and sand are reflecred
i the design, whish bears a o
g bloe squipsle pattern of waler
over 1 base ol sandy yellw and
pink, mset with decorutive eles
mems of shells, marhle moswic, ter-
mzzn shards and sparkling mirmor,
The nrtwsis Zandra Bhodes and
Do Flumphries hive npplied thee
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[ local beachgoers

observed the cremtion of the wer-
mace over tse W days of production
and responcted with @ maxiure
of curicsity and delight o the bril-
linnce of the Fnnl resali
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wmphant mbute on the beach
ahortly alter compseting the Ded
Mar prayg ies mstalled
a d{=-metre-long {alsh
may in termwn foc the Sy 1
JH Oflympic Gam It the Frm
of a huge snake, & d in frem
of the Swdney C tin andd
] i the patliwiy
IACOrprerale WL s1Eno-
tures of people who participaed
in the INPEC jourmey organised
Ty S i back in 199798,
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