
   Watch the birdie Jacko is about seven. He is a rare red-tailed black 
cockatoo from the Malley country in Western Australia. He’s a very 

sociable member of the household and he’s also an excellent “watchdog”.

MY FAVOURITE THINGS

OFF THE WALL Mural artist David Humphries has made an exhibition of his home 
by creative use of material, writes Erica Watson. Photos John Fotiadis.

The building’s modest yellow brick facade is typical 
of the warehouses in and around Rosebery that 
once housed small industries. Nearing the 
entrance, you notice the collection of small animals 

delicately formed from mosaic and entombed in the 
footpath. It is the first hint that behind this drab exterior 
is the promise of something magical.

Like a children’s fairytale, once you step inside the 
doorway, you enter another world. In this case, a lush 
500sq m tropical oasis forms artist David Humphries’ 
split-level home and studio. 

“When I bought it, it was just an open space,” he says. 
But 10 years on and what was once an empty expanse is 
now a little museum of nostalgia brimming with an eclectic 
mix of artwork, furniture, and sculptures.

“A lot of these things that I have are collections from 
other artists ... so there is definitely not a lot of off-the-
shelf stuff in here,” David explains. 

He has worked in public art for more than 30 years. 
His work includes murals in Sydney’s CBD. 

Over the past decade, he has concentrated on 
working with terrazzo and mosaic. Many of us have 
seen and indeed walked over his work such as 
the Olympic Journey Celebration Pathway at 
Darling Harbour, the forecourt of the Maritime 
Museum and, more recently in Melbourne, a 
2km terrazzo path along the Bourke St Mall.

David has also worked with fashion and 
textile luminary – and close friend – Zandra 
Rhodes on both her home in California and 
Fashion and Textile Museum in London.

“I just became fascinated with the materials 
and what you can do with terrazzo and mosaic,” 
he says, adding his home is really just an 
extension of his art. ❙❚❘
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    Fish pond The koi in there 
are really like an artwork. I 
have had some of them for 25 
years and some of them are 
very rare strains of the breed. 
They are also good feng shui. 

    Deborah Halpern Love Table 
One of her early works and one 
of her best. It was in an 
exhibition at the Sherman 
Galleries. I got out the Amex card 
and bought it as soon as I saw it. 
It’s turned out to be quite a good 

    Dining table It is made in terrazzo and 
depicts a view of the planet from space with 
the rhythms of weather patterns, clouds and 
the galaxy. I made five in total, they have sort 
of become collectors items. 

    Rietveld chair I bought this back 
in 1980. It was designed in 1911 and 
it is a classic. I really like its form 
and hard edge. It’s like a Mondrian 
painting. It’s not exactly comfortable. 

   Zandra Rhodes shirt 
It is a silk chiffon shirt 
from 1974. I used to wear 
it with jeans and cowboy 
boots. You could just wash 
it, shake it out and put it 
back on. Zandra gave it to 
me when I went to Brazil 
for Carnivale.

    Buddha This 
is a sculpture by 
Lachlan Warner. It’s 
made from thin foil 
pressed over a mould. 
It’s my meditation shrine.

    Kate Malone vase Kate is 
a very well-known English 
potter. Zandra gave this vase 
to me as a present a couple 

of years ago. Those pieces 
sell for about $5000. 
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